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Introduction 


he battle of Uhud had come to an end. It had started in a 

promising fashion for the Muslims with the Companions 

Ies victorious in all the initial duels. When the main 
battle commenced, the Muslims caused the Quraysh to flee. 


The Muslims busied themselves gathering the spoils and some of 
the archers who had been strategically positioned on a small 
mound left their position thinking the outcome of the battle was 


a foregone conclusion. 


The rear of the Muslim army was now left exposed and Khalid ibn 
al-Walid saw this opportunity. A flanking manoeuvre was 
performed, and the Muslims were now attacked from behind, 
causing confusion in their battle lines. 


The Muslims suffered heavy casualties and many prominent 
Companions ZZ were also martyred that day including 
Hamzah žá & Mus‘ab ibn Umayr šais. 


Rasūlullāh jzs4feX also suffered many injuries and many 


Companions %44; were martyred and injured trying to protect 


him. 
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False news of the death of Rasülullah Jzs4íc5ji2 spread amongst 
the Muslims. However, when they saw that he was still alive they 
rallied around to protect him. 


The Muslims managed to make their way into one of the valleys 
of Uhud. The Quraysh were unaware of who had fallen from the 
Muslim army, so Abū Sufyan called out to see if Rasulullah 
jxssdeSive was still alive. Initially his calls were left unanswered, 
but then Rasülullah izideXiz commanded ‘Umar Zea to reply. 
After hearing his answer, Abū Sufyan promised that they would 
meet the Muslims again in Badr the following year. The Quraysh 
then left for Makkah. 


The Quraysh had desecrated and mutilated the bodies of the 
martyrs including Hamzah žá. The martyrs were buried in the 
battlefield without the normal ritual bath given to the deceased. 
The state of the Muslims was such, that there was not enough 
shroud to cover the fallen properly. Some shared the same 
shroud, and some also shared the same grave. 


A total of seventy Muslims had been martyred in the battle that 
day. This was 1096 of the total size of the army and many more 


were injured. 


The Quraysh had won the battle that day, but their victory was 


incomplete. 
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fter the battle of Uhud, on the 15" of Shawwal in the 3" 

year after Hijri, the Quraysh left Uhud to return to 

Makkah. On the journey home, they reached al-Rawha' in 
the evening where they stopped. Al-Rawha' is just over 40 miles 
to the southwest of Madinah on the way to Badr. 





During the night, the Quraysh conversed between themselves. 
The thought crossed their mind, that they had left the job 
unfinished. Even though they had inflicted heavy losses on the 
Muslims, it would be better if they returned and attacked 
Madinah, as the Muslims were in no condition to fight. In this 
way, their victory would now become complete. 


Safwan ibn Umayyah advised the Quraysh, that it would be better 
if they did not go to Madinah but returned to Makkah. The 


7|Page 


Part 19 - The Incidents of al-Raji‘ and Bi'r Matünah 


Companions of Muhammad saci were very passionate and it 
was possible that they would not be successful on their second 
attack. 


Jibril siaike informed Rasülullah 2zs«1e(i» about the Qurayshi 
plan the following morning. As soon as he heard the news, 
Rasülullah ára sent Bilal zás to make an announcement 
in the whole of Madinah. All those people who had taken part in 
the battle of Uhud were to get ready again to confront the Quraysh 
once more. 


Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah cdi, came to Rasülullah ise and said 
that his father had been martyred in the battle of 
Uhud. He could not attend the battle of Uhud as he was 
looking after his sisters. He now asked permission if he 





could join the expedition. 
Rasülullah isset granted it. 


Now the purpose of Rasülullah Jzs«ífeXjve getting ready 
to do battle once again was to show the Quraysh that the 
Muslims had not become weak. They were injured and 
tired. They had rested for only one night, yet the 
Companions AW answered the call of Rasülullah 
JcssdeSive without any hesitation. 


8|Page 


Part 19 - The Incidents of al-Raji‘ and Bi'r Matünah 


hat followed was the Gazwah of Hamra al-Asad. On 
the 16^ of Shawwal, Rasülullah iex left 
Madinah and stopped at Hamra' al-Asad, an area 





around 10 miles outside of Madinah. 


To the south west of Madinah, lies Jabl Hamra' al-Asad. It is just 
past Dhul Hulayfah as you can see on the map below. It was 
probably around this area where Rasülullah jzs«fe Xt» stopped 
with the Muslim army. 
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The Visit of Ma‘bad 

Whilst Rasülullàh saci) was at Hamra’ al-Asad, the leader of 
the Khuza‘ah, Ma‘bad came to see Rasülullah iz. He had 
heard about the defeat and offered his condolences for those 
Companions #<éi\, who were martyred in the battle. 


Ma‘bad left Rasülullah Acsa‘ecij and then went to meet Abū 
Sufyan, the leader of the Quraysh. Abü Sufyan told Ma‘bad that 
he intended to attack Madinah a second time. Ma‘bad told him, 
that Muhammad iz; has come out with a large, excellent 
army to confront you. As soon as Abū Sufyan heard this, he left 
for Makkah. Rasülullah 3zs«fcXjc» remained at Hamra' al-Asad for 
three days and then on the day of Jumu'ah, he returned to 
Madinah. 


The Revelation Comes 
With regards to this incident, Allah 35532 revealed the 
following verse: 


daa ard pei aa 
Gee 72 is ee Scd soll al 


"Those [believers] who responded to Allah and the Messenger 
after injury had struck them. For those who did good among 
them and feared Allah is a great reward" 


1 Surah Al-‘Imran verse 172 
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Summary of Gazwah Hamra' al-Asad 
— ———! 
ECHENETT NN 
Rasülullah izs4ejtz went out 
in anticipation of the Quraysh 
returning to Madinah 


Hamra' al-Asad 


‘Abdullah ibn Umm Maktüm 


TENG e 


Ae sz; 


‘Ali ibn Abt Talib Ae Aes; 


207 


Surah Al-‘Imran verse 172 


No confrontation occurred, as 


the Quraysh went back to 
Makkah 





EMI e 
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Summary of Events in the 3" Year of Hijri 








Muharram 2 
> GUN ( 
> The Gazwah of Dht Amr took ^ ae 
place in Najd | b 


Rabi‘ al-Awwal 
> Thethreat of Ka‘ab ibn al- 
Ashraf was put to an end, 





once and for all 

> The marriage of ‘Uthman ibn 
‘Affan Zeal; and Umm Kulthüm edie, the daughter of 
Rasülulullah zaf, was arranged. He had been 
previously married to her sister, Ruqayyah asss, who had 


passed away 
Rabi‘ al-Thani 
> The Gazwah of Buhran took 


place in al-Furü* 





Jumada’ al-Akhirah 
» Zayd ibn al-Harithah 


Ae ales) was sent on an 





expedition to al-Qaradah 
where the party managed to take some wealth and cattle 
belonging to the Quraysh 
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Sha‘ban 
> Rasülullaàh Ace married 
Hafsah Gas, the daughter of 





Umar keis, 


ry 


Ramadan 
> Rasülullaàh Ace married 
Zaynab bint Khuzaymah 





Gái, who was also known as 
Umm al-Masakin 
> The grandson of Rasülullah áz, Hasan ibn ‘Ali 


cecil}, was born 


ry 


Shawwal 
> The Gazwah of Uhud took place 
> The Gazwah of Hamra' al-Asad took 
place, but there was no confrontation 
with the Quraysh 





Other Events in this Year 
> Rasülullah zań married Zaynab bint Jahsh Gzaiigs by 
the command of Allah 3553 
> The verse on Hijab was Revealed 
> Alcohol was also prohibited’ (Ibn Ishaq writes this was in 
the following year during the Gazwah of Bani al-Nadir) 


^ For further information see the booklet The-Prohibition-of-Alcohol-in-Islam-1.pdf 


(islamicportal.co.uk) 
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The Sariyah of Abū Salamah xdi 


n the beginning of the 4" Year xi RAN on the 1* of 

Muharram, Rasūlullāh iz;44eX iz received news that, the sons 

of Khuwaylid, Tulayhah and Salamah were gathering people 
to fight against him. 


Rasilullah zafo sent Abū Salamah, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al- 
Asad XXe, with 250 Muhajirün and Ansar to encounter them. 


As soon as the tribes found out the Muslims were coming, they 
dispersed immediately. They left behind lots of camels and goats 
which came into the hands of the Muslim army. The Muslims 
then took the spoils back to Madinah. 


Upon reaching Madinah, as per the normal procedure, one fifth 
was taken out for Rasülullah iz;«fe X and the rest was 
distributed amongst the Companions £X. Each person 


got seven camels and goats each. 
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The Sariyah of ‘Abdullah ibn Unays edits) 


n the 5" of Muharram, Rasülullàh iz;j4iei2 received 

news that Khalid ibn Sufyan Huzali Lihyani was gathering 

an army to fight the Muslims. Rasülullah izs4fedtz sent 
‘Abdullah ibn Unays edi; to deal with him. 


‘Abdullah ibn Unays zai; met him and put an end to him. He 
then took the head of Khalid ibn Sufyan and hid in a cave to escape 
from the people who were now looking for him. 


A spider came and spun a web over the mouth of the cave. The 
search party arrived at the cave, 





but when they saw the web, 
they turned back thinking no 

one could possibly be inside. CT 
After they left, Abdullah ibn 
Unays zís came out of the 


Cave. 


‘Abdullah ibn Unays zziz now had to get back to Madinah, so he 
used to travel at night and hide during the day. In this way, he 
returned to Madinah on the 23'* of Muharram and presented the 
head of Khalid ibn Sufyan in front of Rasülullah zza. 


Rasülullah Asai became very happy and presented ‘Abdullah 
ibn Unays edie, a staff. Rasulullah 2zs«iedji» then told him to 


15|Page 


Part 19 - The Incidents of al-Raji‘ and Bi'r Matünah 


hold this staff and walk in Jannah, as the person who walks in 
Jannah with a staff will be very rare. 


Rasülullah izs4feXte also said that this is a symbol between me 
and you on the Day of Judgement. 


‘Abdullah ibn Unays ží; looked after this staff his whole life 
and whilst he was ae he made a bequest that this staff be 
placed inside his shroud when he is buried. And so, it was done. 


In a narration from Mu‘jam Tabrani, we learn that Khalid ibn 


Ven 


x25 says that 


Sufyan was a very rude person. Misa’ ibn ‘Aqabah Zi 
people claimed that Rasülullah izs4feXjtz had informed them of 
the demise of Khalid ibn Sufyan, even before ‘Abdullah ibn Unays 
zeis arrived in Madinah. 
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The Incident of al-Raji‘ 


n the month of Safar, a delegation from the tribes of Adal and 

al-Qarah came to Madinah and presented themselves to 

Rasilullah izj«fej. They said that their tribes had 
embraced Islam and asked Rasülullah iz; if he could send 
some Companions #%2éi\ who could teach them the Qur'an and 
the rules of Islam. 


Rasuülullah iz;4f3ji» agreed to their request and sent ten 
Companions $44; with them. According to another opinion, six 
Companions %4; were sent. Some of them were: 


‘Asim ibn Thabit ieis 

Marthad ibn Abu Murthad al-Ghanawi ġa 
‘Abdullah ibn Tariq taá 

Khubayb ibn *Adiy zie 

Zayd ibn al-Dathinna žais 

Khalid ibn al-Bukayr Dathinna al-Laythi X£Xicz 


VV ON ON VV WV 


Mu‘atab ibn ‘Ubayd xe 


Either ‘Asim ibn Thabit Zed, or Marthad že was appointed as 
their leader. 
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The Betrayal 

The party reached al-Raji‘, which was a watering place of the tribe 
of Hudhayl, located between Makkah and ‘Asfan. The Companions 
Akak were then betrayed by the people who had asked 
Rasülullah iz;4festz for assistance. 


The Banü Lahyan had been lying in wait and were signalled by the 
traitors. There were two hundred people in the enemy of which 
one hundred were archers. 


The Banü Lahyan started to follow the Muslims and when they got 
close, ‘Asim ibn Thabit #4 and the other Companions edly; 
climbed upon a hill. The Banü Lahyan told the Muslims to come 
down from the hill. If they did, then they would grant them 


security. 


‘Asim ibn Thabit eds; said that he would never come down in 
the security of a disbeliever and made the following supplication: 


5 
‘Oh Allah, inform your Messenger Acs.‘ about us’ 
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In another narration, it mentions that Allah 5532, accepted his 
supplication and through divine inspiration informed Rasulullah 
Acai immediately. When Rasülullaàh jzs«íc5jt2 found out, 
he in turn informed the Companions zziz. 


‘Asim ibn Thabit zá and the other Companions &zXs fought 
bravely and after a while, some of them were martyred. 
According to some narrations which puts the number of 
Companions in the party at ten, seven of them were martyred. Ibn 
Hisham mentions ‘Asim, Marthad and Khalid Asi were 
martyred. 


The Supplication of ‘Asim ibn Thabit edits; 

Another supplication ‘Asim edi; made, was to ask Allah 
Maec to protect his body from the polytheists. Ibn Hisham 
mentions when ‘Asim #z was martyred, the enemy wanted to 
take his head and sell it to Sulafa bint Sa’d ibn Shuhayd. ‘Asim 
zeis had put an end to two of her sons in the battle of Uhud and 
she had taken a vow that if she came in possession of his head, she 


would drink wine from it. 


When the enemy tried to get to the body of ‘Asim 
zaii, some bees prevented them from doing 
so. They said that they would wait until night- 
time when the bees go away and then go and 
try again. Allah 35532, then sent a flood in 
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the valley and the body of ‘Asim ań was taken away. And in 
this way Allah 35532, answered the supplication of ‘Asim žais. 


The Captives 

The remaining three were ‘Abdullah ibn Tariq, Khubayb ibn ‘Adiy 
and Zayd ibn Dathinna edie. They all came down to the 
guarantee of security from the enemy. 


As soon as they descended, the enemy started to bind their arms 
and legs. “Abdullah ibn Tariq š said this was the first betrayal 
and they have started by breaking an oath. He did not know what 
they would do next, so he refused to go with them. The 
polytheists then also made him a martyr. 


According to another opinion, he had broken free from his bonds 
and drew his sword. The enemy moved away from him and used 
stones to put an end to him. This happened when they were in a 
place called al-Zahran and this is where he was buried. 


Khubayb ibn ‘Adiy & Zayd ibn Dathinna Wed; were taken to 
Makkah and sold to some of the Quraysh. 
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Zayd ibn Dathinna xais 


cc 


Safwan ibn Umayyah, whose father ‘Umayyah ibn Khalaf’ had 


been killed in Badr, purchased Zayd X&&izs to kill in exchange for 
his father. 


In the battle of Badr, Khubayb zai had killed Harith ibn ‘Amir, 


ry 


so he was purchased by his sons. 


Safwan did not waste any time in killing his prisoner. He sent his 
slave Nistas with Zayd edi, to Tan'im. Tan'im is an area 4 miles 
to the north west of al-Masjid al-Haram and is outside the Haram 
boundary. A group of Quraysh also gathered there to look at the 
spectacle, including Abi Sufyan ibn Harb. 
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Zayd žá, was brought forward for execution. Abu Sufyan said 
addressed him saying, ‘Iam asking you a question on which I want 
you to take on oath on Allah 355322. Would you prefer that we 
leave you and put Muhammad izs«cSi i2 in your place so you can 
live comfortably in your home?' 


Zayd zís; said, ‘I swear by Allah 35532, I wouldn't prefer it 
even if a thorn pricked the feet of Rasülullah zaf and I 
stayed at home.’ 


Abu Sufyan said, ‘I swear by Allah, that I have never seen anyone 
who has this level of love, sincerity, friendship and self-sacrifice, 
like the way the Companions of Muhammad ics X have for 


? 


him. 


After a while, Nistas martyred Zayd «ší as he had been 
ordered. Nistas would later embrace Islam. 
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Khubayb Zac 

Khubayb aii stayed as a prisoner during the sacred months. 
When the people intended to do away with him, Khubayb zi 
asked Harith's daughter Zaynab, for a razor to clean himself. 


Zaynab gave him the razor and got busy with her work. Zaynab 
then says that after a short while, she saw her small child was 
sitting on the lap of Khubayb žá; and he had the razor in his 
hand. As soon as she saw this, she became frightened. 


Khubayb zziz looked at her and said, ‘did you think that I would 
kill this child? Never! Insha'Allah, I will never do such an action. 
We do not break promises.' 


Zaynab says, that she had never seen a prisoner better than 
Khubayb ieis. She had seen him eat 





from bunches of grapes when, at that 
time, there was no sign of any fruit in 
Makkah. He had been bound in 
fetters so he could not have got them 
himself. This sustenance was given 
to him by Allah sla. 
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The Prayer before Execution 

When the time came to execute Khubayb “dil, they took him 
outside the Haram to Tan'im. Khubayb zás asked them to give 
him enough time so he could perform two Rak‘at Salah. The 
people gave him permission and he read his Salah. 


He then turned to the Polytheists and informed them that he did 
not lengthen his Salah because he did not want them to think he 
feared death. He then raised his hands and supplicated to Allah 
35e against them. After a while Khubayb ieis; was hung up 
and crucified. 


From that day on, it became a tradition for a person who was to 
be executed, to perform two Rak‘at Salah. 


According to one narration, when 
Khubayb Z&Xiez was martyred, his 
face was in the direction of the 
Qiblah. When the disbelievers 
tried to turn his face away, it 
would miraculously turn towards 
the Qiblah again. They kept on 
trying to turn his face and 





eventually they gave up. 


The body of Khubayb ží was left on a cross for forty days in 
Tan'im. Rasūlullāh zak then sent two of his Companions, 
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Zubayr and Miqdad &zXi;z, to Makkah to remove his body from 
the cross. When they arrived in Tan‘im, there were forty guards 
lying around the area of the cross. When Zubayr and Miqdad 
eis, saw their opportunity, they brought down the body of 
Khubayb #45, loaded it onto their horse, and made for escape. 

Even though it had been forty days, the body of Khubayb žais 
was still fresh. 


When the guards realised the body of Khubayb diz, was missing, 
they went about in search of it and found the two Companions 
Weal. Zubayr eiis, gently lowered the body of Khubayb žais, 
and Allah 45; caused the ground to open and swallow up his 
body. That is why Khubayb xia is known as ‘Bali al-Ard’, the one 
swallowed by the earth. 
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Bir Ma'ünah 
n the month of Safar, Abū Bara’, “Amir ibn Malik’, came to see 
Rasilullah zak and presented him with a gift. 
Rasülullah izj44eXi2 refused to accept it and invited him 
towards Islam instead. 


Abu Bara’ neither accepted the invitation, nor did he reject it. He 
said to Rasülullah izs4feXie, that if he sends some of his 
Companions #4 to the people of Najd to call them to Islam, he 
was hopeful they would embrace. Rasiilullah <cs.xcsii expressed 
his reservation about sending his Companions #4 because he 
felt a threat from the people of Najd. Abü Bara' said that he would 
guarantee their safety. 


Rasulullah iz;4de3ji2 then sent seventy Companions Asá; who 
were known as Qurra', meaning reciters. In other narrations, it 


mentions there were forty-one Companions. 


Rasülullah 3z541e5j i2 appointed al-Mundhir ibn ‘Amr as the leader 
of the group. Other Companions Axis; who were in the group 
were: 

> al-Harith ibn al-Simma ží 

> Haram ibn Milhan XA 

> ‘Urwah ibn ‘Asma’ zais 

> ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah &£eAicá (he had accompanied Rasülullah 

jc during his migration from Makkah to Madinah) 
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This group of Companions sds, was very special. They used to 
collect sticks during the day and sell them in the evening so they 
could bring food for the Ashab al-Suffah, the poor Companions of 
Rasülullah zak, who had a special place to reside inside 
Masjid Nabwi. At night-time, they used to spend a portion of it 
studying the Qur'an and some portion standing in Qiyam al-Layl 
and Tahajjud, the optional night prayer. 


The Journey 

The group of Companions sed; left Madinah and travelled to 
Bir Ma*ünah where they stopped to rest. Bir Ma*ünah was a place 
located between Makkah and ‘Asfan. The tribes of Huzayl, Banu 
‘Amir and Banü Sulaym used to reside near this area. 


Rasülullah izj4eXi2 had given a letter to Haram ibn Milhan 
edule, the uncle of Anas zd. It was addressed to ‘Amir ibn 
Tufayl, the nephew of Abū Bara’, who was a leader of the Banü 


“Amir. 


When the party reached Bir Ma‘unah, Haram ibn Milhan aiis 
went to deliver the letter to ‘Amir ibn Tufayl as per the 
instructions of Rasülullah iz; iex». Even before he read the 
letter, ‘Amir ibn Tufayl made a signal to a person to kill Haram ibn 
Milhan Xs. 
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The man struck Haram ibn Milhan ás from behind with a spear 
which passed right through him. At this time, Haram ibn Milhan 


go 


zais said: 





‘Allahu Akbar, I swear by the lord of the Ka‘bah, that I have 
become successful' 
‘Amir ibn Tufayl 
‘Amir ibn Tufayl then tried to encourage the Banü ‘Amir to attack 
the rest of the Companions #<aii¢; who were in the party. They 
refused to do so, as his uncle Abi Bara’ had guaranteed their 


safety. 


‘Amir ibn Tufayl then went to the Banü Sulaym for help. The 
tribes of *Usayyah, Ril and Dhakwan agreed to help him. They 
surrounded the rest of the Companions zziz and attacked them. 
The Companions <i; fought valiantly until all but one who 


were present at the time, were martyred. 


The Survivors 

Three Companions Æi; had survived. One was Ka‘ab ibn Zayd 
Ansari še. The enemy thought he was dead, so they had left 
him, but he still had some life left in him. He regained 
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consciousness and stayed alive until the battle of the trench 
where he was martyred. 







Two other Companions, Munzir ibn Muhammad and 
‘Amr ibn Umayyah Damri &z&izs, had taken their goats 
to graze,. They had seen vultures circling in the 
sky. Upon seeing this sight, they got worried and 
thought something had happened. 


They made their way back and when they got close, they saw their 
companions had all been martyred. Munzir ibn Muhammad and 
‘Amr ibn Umayyah &&i;s had to now decide what to do. ‘Amr ibn 
Umayyah Z&XW said that they should go to Madinah and tell 
Rasülullah izj4e5t2 what has happened. Munzir žá% said that 
the news will reach them, why should they leave the chance for 
martyrdom? 

The two Companions sd, went and fought until Munzir Zi 
became martyred. ‘Amr ibn Umayyah edi; was captured and 


taken to Amir ibn Tufayl. 
Amir ibn Tufayl cut off the ‘Amr #4; hair and said that his 


mother had made an oath that she would free one slave, therefore 
he was freeing him as part of her oath. 
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e vit 


‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah aiis, 
In this incident, ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah 2<éiiz5, the freed slave of Abū 
was also martyred. He had accompanied Rasülullah 


Balg Ae Aes, 
Acs and Abū Bakr “edi; on their migration from Makkah to 


Madinah. A narration from Sahih al-Bukhari describes the events 


after his demise. 
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‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah was martyred on the day of Bi'r Ma*ünah. 
Abū Usamah narrates from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah that his father 
informed him when the people in Bi'r Ma‘tinah were killed and 
‘Amr ibn Umayyah al-Damri had been taken prisoner, ‘Amir ibn 
Tufayl asked him who is this, and he pointed to one of the fallen. 
‘Amr ibn Umayyah said that it was ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah. ‘Amir 

ibn Tufayl said that he had seen him, after he was martyred 


? Sahih al-Bukhari 4093 
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raised towards the skies until he saw him between the skies and 
the earth. Then he was put down on the earth.’ 


Jabbar ibn Salma who had martyred ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah šei, 
says, when he struck the decisive blow, ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah žais 
said the words, ‘I swear by Allah 355322, I have reached.’ 


Jabbar ibn Salma says that he was astonished by these words and 
thought to himself, what does he mean when he said these words? 
He mentioned this to Dahhak ží who explained that this 
meant he had reached Jannah. Upon hearing this, Jabbar ibn 
Salma šas embraced Islam. 


According to other narrations, the body of ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah 


Keds, could not be located. It was assumed that he had been 


ry 


concealed by the Angels. 
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The News Reaches Rasülullah Jc; 

When Rasülullah iz; heard about this incident, he became 
very upset. For one month, in the morning, he performed the 
Qunüt and supplicated against the transgressors. 


Rasülullah Acseeaii> told the Companions £s that their 
friends had become martyred and they had asked Allah 3553. 
to inform him, that we have met our Lord and we are pleased with 
him, and our Lord is pleased with us. 


‘Amr ibn Umayyah kaiiz, 

It was now the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal in the 4" year of Hijrah. 
‘Amr ibn Umayyah edi; was returning to Madinah from the 
incident at Bir Matünah when he met two people from the Banü 
‘Amir. They reached a place called Qanat and stopped to rest in a 
garden. 


‘Amr í was aware that the leader of their tribe, ‘Amir ibn 
Tufayl had been responsible for the martyring of his companions. 
‘Amr žais thought he could not take revenge on all of them, but 
he could at least exact some form on these two. Whilst the two 


people from the Bani ‘Amir were sleeping, ‘Amr žá Aie; put an end 
to them. 


Now Rasülullàh iz; had a truce with the Banü ‘Amir but 
‘Amr ei was not aware of this. When ‘Amr “edule; reached 
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Madinah he informed Rasülullah izj:X2 about the whole 
incident. Rasülullah Acsateaii\> told ‘Amr edi that they had a 
truce with the Banü ‘Amir so they will now have to give them 
blood money. 


The Banü al-Nadir were one of the Jewish tribes which lived in 
Madinah. They were the guarantors of the Banu ‘Amir, therefore 
as per the terms of their treaty, they also had to pay a share of the 
blood money. Their locality lay to the south east of Masjid Nabwi. 


Madinah 


Banu Al-Harithah 


An-Nabit Banu Abdul Ash'hal wa Za'wara 


MasjidNabwi — Banü Zafar 


| Bandi Al-Harith bin Al-Khazraj 


“iy. A 


Banü Al-Najjār 






Banu Zariq 





Kane 
Bani Wáqif Nady 





NT d 






Banü Salin bin Auf ; 
Banü Qurayzal 





WD! N 


Al-Qawagilah 





Banü al-Nadir 
Bani 'Awf bin Al-Khazrai 
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Gazwah Banü al-Nadir 
asülullah iz; set of with some of his Companions 
Ee to the Banü al-Nadir to seek assistance in the 
payment of the blood money to the Banü ‘Amir. Abt Bakr, 
‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Zubayr, Talhah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, Sa‘ad 
ibn Mu‘adh, Usayd ibn Hudayr and Sa‘ad ibn *Ubadah Acai; were 
among those who accompanied him. 


Rasülullah Asai arrived at the locality of the Bani al-Nadir 
and sat in the shade of a wall. The Banü al-Nadir presented 
themselves with the utmost respect and agreed to pay part of the 
blood money. But they had other things on 
their mind. Within themselves, they 
decided that a person would stand on the 
roof of a house and throw a boulder down 

so they could crush Rasülullah zsak. 
According to some opinions, the name of 





the person who volunteered to carry out this heinous act was 
“Amr ibn Jihash ibn Ka‘ab. 


Salam ibn Mashkam advised them not to do this. He said that the 


Lord of Rasülullah iz; will inform him and this is breaking 
the truce. And this is exactly what happened. 


Jibril site arrived and informed Rasülullah jsa of the 
plot. Rasülullah Azs«ici2 stood up immediately and left. The 
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way Rasülullah iz;4X2 had left appeared as if he had the 
intention of coming back, therefore the Companions sais, 
waited for him. When he did not return, they also made their way 
back. When they met Rasülullah Az5«feXjvz, he informed them of 
the betrayal and ordered an expedition against them. 


The Treachery of the Banü al-Nadir 

Rasulullah dase left with his Companions 2%; and made 
their way towards the locality of the Bani al-Nadir. ‘Abdullah ibn 
Umm Maktüm zzi; was left in charge of Madinah. 

The Muslim army reached the locality of the Banü al-Nadir and 
surrounded the area. The Banü al-Nadir, went inside their forts 
and locked their doors. They were proud of their well-fortified 
residences. The leader of the hypocrites, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubay told 
the Banü al-Nadir, that he would support them along with the 
other hypocrites and this increased their arrogance even further. 
However none of them had the courage to go against Rasülullah 


Further acts of treachery from the Banü al-Nadir followed. They 
sent a message to Rasülullah Jzs«íeXjv» asking him to bring three 
people with him and they would send three of their scholars to 
have a discussion. If their scholars embraced Islam, then they 
would all embrace as well. 
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The real intentions of the Banü al-Nadir could not have been 
further than what they had proposed. They had briefed their 
scholars that they should take daggers with them, concealing 
them in their clothes and as soon as they get an opportunity, 
assassinate Rasülullah árak. 


Rasilullah <csae2ijk was informed of this treachery as well 
before the meeting. Due to these repeated actions, Rasülullah 
Acsa‘letii ordered the attack on the Bani al-Nadir. 


The Siege 
The Muslim army laid siege to the forts of the Bani al-Nadir for 
fifteen days. Rasülullah iz;4X i2 ordered that the trees in their 
orchards and crops be cut down and burnt. 








The Banü al-Nadir eventually relented 
and wanted to come to an agreement 
with Rasülullah zafo. 


Rasuülullah izs4fei» gave them ten 
days to leave Madinah. He told them 
that they were free to take their families 
wherever they wanted. Whatever goods 
they could carry on their camels and animals, 
could also be taken. 
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The Banü al-Nadir took as much wealth with them as they could. 
Due to their greed, some of them even went as far as removing the 
doors and door frames and took them as well. 


Many of them went to Khaybar. Others went to Sham and settled 
there. Their leader Huyayy ibn Akhtab was one of those who went 
to Khaybar. 


The Spoils 

Rasülullah iz; X2 shared out the remaining wealth between 
the Muhajirün so it would be easier for the Ansar who had been 
looking after them. The Ansar did not feel that hosting the 
Muhajirün was a burden, rather it gave them comfort. 


Rasülullah 3z5ie5j i2 gathered the Ansar and spoke to them. After 
praising Allah 155372, he mentioned the favours that had been 
done upon them (the Muhajirün) and told them if they wished, he 
could share the wealth between them and the Muhajirün equally, 
or he could give it just to the Muhajirün, so they could leave the 
houses of the Ansar. 


Sa‘ad ibn *Ubadah and Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh Wasi; who were leaders 
of the Ansar said that they were happy that Rasülullah dj.xeaiic 
gives the wealth just to the Muhajirün. However, they were still 
welcome to stay in their houses and share in their food and drink 
as they had been doing so. 
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Another narration mentions the Ansar told Rasülullah iz; 
to just share out the wealth within the Muhajirün. If there was 
anything in their wealth or possessions, Rasülullah izj4fexe 
could also give it to them however he wished. They were happy 
with it. When Rasülullah 3z54ic5j i2 heard this, he became pleased 
and supplicated for them. 


Allah jae. sent down Strah al-Hashr regarding this 
expedition. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas zás, the cousin of Rasülullah 
Acsacleciik, would refer to this Sirah as the Sürah of the Bani al- 
Nadir. In this Sürah, Allah 353 discusses what should be 
done with that property which has been left by non-Muslims and 
then possessed by the Muslim state without any fighting. This is 
referred to as “fay”. 
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“(And fay’ is especially) for the poor emigrants who were 
expelled from their homes and properties, while they were 
seeking Allāh’s grace and pleasure, and were helping (the 
religion of) Allāh and His Messenger. They are the truthful.” 


* Surah al-Hashr verse 8 
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Summary of Gazwah Banü al-Nadir 
RNN 
ann | babe 
The Banü al-Nadir broke their 
treaty with Rasülullah 
{cafe when they planned to 
kill him 


‘Abdullah ibn Umm Maktüm 


Xt iN . 


ECT 


Salam ibn Mashkam 


Surah al-Hashr 
The Banü al-Nadir were exiled 
from Madinah 


39 | 





Part 19 - The Incidents of al-Raji‘ and Bi'r Matünah 


Gazwah Dhat al-Riqa* 
fter the Gazwah of Banü al-Nadir, Rasülullah iz;4 Xi 
stayed in Madinah from Rabi‘ al-Awwal to the beginning 
of Jamad al-Ula' 


Rasülullah 3zs«íc5ji» then received news that the tribes of Bani 
Maharib and Banü Tha‘labah were gathering an army to confront 
the Muslims. 


Rasulullah 2zs4fesijt2 took four hundred Companions &i;z and 
went towards Najd. When the army reached there, some people 
from the tribe of Ghatfan were present. However, no 
confrontation took place. 


During this campaign, Rasülullàh 3zs«íc5ji2 led the Companions 
Eee in Salat al-Khawf. 


The question could be asked, why was this battle called Gazwah 
Dhat al-Riqa‘? The Hadith below has one of the explanations. 
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Abu Musa’ šk narrated, "We went out in the company of the 
Prophet zack for a Gazwah and we were six persons having 
one camel which we rode in rotation. So, (due to excessive 
walking) our feet became thin and my feet became thin and my 
nail dropped. And we used to wrap our feet with the pieces of 
cloth, and for this reason, the Gazwah was named Dhat al-Riqa', 


as we wrapped our feet with rags." 


Ibn Sa‘ad mentions that Dhat al-Riqa* was the name of a mountain 
where Rasülullah 3z;4íc5ji2 stayed during his expedition. There 
were black, white and red patches on the mountain. 





° Sahih al-Bukhari 4128 
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Summary of Gazwah Dhat al-Riqa' 
Jamad al-Ula' 
The tribes of Banu Maharib and 
Bantu Tha‘labah were gathering 
an army to confront the 


Muslims 


Lu MEM 
ocn m RN 


Unknown 


Unknown 





No confrontation took place 
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summary 


he Battle of Uhud had taken place in the month of 

Shawwal in the 3'* year of Hijrah. On the way back to 

Makkah, the Quraysh discussed the idea of going back to 
Madinah as they had not totally defeated the Muslims. Rasülullah 
Acsaletiie received news of this and called the Muslims together 
once again to confront the Quraysh. They marched out of 
Madinah and waited at Hamra al-Asad, but the Quraysh did not 
turn up. They had decided to return to Makkah. Rasülullah 
{csatik then returned to Madinah after three days. 


Two incidents then followed in which the Muslims were betrayed. 
Representatives from the tribes of Adal and al-Qarah came to 
Rasuülullah 3zj4eXijt2 requesting that some Companions «ios 
are sent with them to teach them about Islam. 


Rasülullah izs4se&ijtz agreed to their request and sent some of his 
Companions sás with them. This was all part of a plan by the 
enemy and the Muslims were betrayed. Fight of them were 
martyred and the remaining two were sold in Makkah to members 
of the Quraysh seeking retribution for their relatives who had 
fallen in the battles between them and the Muslims. Both 
Companions «ds, were killed by the Quraysh in Tan'im. 
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One of them was Khubayb zzXz. He requested time to read 2 
Rak‘at Salah before his sentence and from that day it set a 
precedent for other Muslims in a similar position. 


The second incident occurred when Rasüulullah sent Seventy 
Companions EX to the people of Najd upon a request from 
‘Amir ibn Malik. 


The Companions ZZ stopped at Bir Ma'ünah. Rasülullah 
Acsacleii had given a letter to Haram ibn Milhan eds addressed 
to ‘Amir ibn Tufayl, a leader of the Bani ‘Amir. When Haram ibn 
Milhan edi, went to deliver the letter, he was martyred. 


‘Amir ibn Tufayl then sought assistance from the tribes of 
"Usayyah, Rid and Dhakwan in attacking the rest of the 
Companions edi; as the Banü ‘Amir had refused his request. 
They attacked the Muslims and all of them were martyred except 
two, one of whom was ‘Amr ibn Umayyah. 


On the way back to Madinah, ‘Amr ibn Umayyah xd, killed two 
people from the Banü ‘Amir. He did now know there was a treaty 
between them and the Muslims. 


‘Amr ibn Umayyah Zale, arrived in Madinah and informed 
Rasülullah mako about the incident. Rasülullah ársa 
decided that blood money would have to be paid to the Banü 
‘Amir. Along with some Companions fds, he went to the 
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Jewish tribe of Banü al-Nadir to get their share of the blood 
money. 


During his visit, the Banü al-Nadir plotted to kill Rasülullah 
Acsaleiie. Rasülullah zań was informed of this by Jibril 
alike and got up and left. Upon seeing that Rasülullah dase, 
had not returned, the Companions Ae also went back. 
Rasilullah <csaceaii told them about the plot and ordered the 
Muslims to march against the Banü al-Nadir. 


The Banü al-Nadir locked themselves into their forts and the 
Muslim army laid siege. After fifteen days, they eventually 
relented and Rasülullah iz; ordered that they be exiled 
from Madinah. 


The Banü al-Nadir left Madinah taking with them as much as they 
could. Some of them settled in Khaybar and others went further 
north to Sham. 


The threat from the polytheists in all directions was relentless. 
Rasülullah iz; would receive news of tribes preparing to 
attack them whilst others would come full of deception 
pretending to have embraced Islam. The Muslims were taking 
heavy losses; however, this did not stop them in their endeavour 
to spread the word of Allah 45; and bring the light of Islam 
to this world. 
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